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The newly built Stromlo Leisure Centre (SLC) in the Australian city 
QH�/QNQPIQ�KU�C�pNCPFOCTMq�HQT�OCP[�TGCUQPU��$WKNFKPI�QYPGT�� 

CTEJKVGEVU�CPF�ENKGPV�FGEKFGF�VQ�KORNGOGPV�C�VKODGT�TQQH�UVTWEVWTG�VQ�
create a direct architectonic bond to the surrounding Stromlo Forest 
2CTM��6JG�XKUKDNG�WUG�QH�INWGF�NCOKPCVGF�VKODGT�KU�CP�CDUQNWVG�PQXGNV[�

HQT�VJKU�TGIKQP�QH�VJG�YQTNF��
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T
JG� NQECVKQP� QH� VJG� 5VTQONQ�
Leisure Centre directly in-
ƃWGPEGF� VJG� RNCPPKPI� CPF�
FGUKIP�QH�VJG�GPVKTG�RTQLGEV��

6JG�OWPKEKRCNKV[�QH�/QNQPIQ�KU�NQECV-
ed at the Stromlo Forest Park, at the 
HQQV� QH�/QWPV� 5VTQONQ�� JQOG� VQ� VJG�
YQTNF�HCOQWU� /V�� 5VTQONQ� 1DUGTXC-
tory. More and more people are mov-
ing to this region that is located west 
QH�VJG�EKV[�EGPVTG�QH�%CPDGTTC��4GCUQP�
GPQWIJ�HQT�VJG�#WUVTCNKCP�%CRKVCN�6GT-
ritory administrations to enlarge lei-
UWTG� HCEKNKVKGU�CPF� KPUVCNNCVKQPU� KP� VJKU�
area. Cox Architecture has developed 
s� CV� NGCUV� HQT� #WUVTCNKCP� UVCPFCTFU� s�
C� SWKVG� WPWUWCN� UQNWVKQP�� VJG� WUG� QH�
glued laminated timber as visible and 
NQCF�DGCTKPI� GNGOGPVU� HQT� VJG� URCP-
PKPI�INWNCO�TQQƂPI�UVTWEVWTG��

#�RTQLGEV�QH� VJKU� UK\G� TGSWKTGU� KORNG-
mentation partners with appropriate 
CPF� RTQXGP� GZRGTVKUG�� $CEMGF� D[� KVU�

YQTNFYKFG� TGHGTGPEG� RTQLGEVU� YKVJ�
comparable (or even larger) dimen-
UKQPU��4WDPGT�*QN\DCW�KP�$TKZGP�ƂPCNN[�
EQPXKPEGF�VJG�MG[�FGEKUKQP�OCMGTU�QH�
VJG�RTQLGEV��6JG�HCEV�VJCV�YKVJ�6JGEC�
#WUVTCNKC�2V[�.VF��4WDPGT�*QN\DCW�CN-
ready had a reliable partner on site 
was certainly an additional plus. In 
VJG�NCUV� HGY�[GCTU��VJGUG�VYQ�EQORC-
nies had jointly executed the library 
in Marrickville and the shopping 
centre “The Link” in Chadstone and 
both projects have been awarded the 
highly renowned Australian Timber 
&GUKIP�#YCTF��6JKU� UWEEGUUHWN�EQQR-
eration has now been resumed in the 
KORNGOGPVCVKQP� QH� VJG� 5VTQONQ� .GK-
sure Centre. Structural implementa-
tion in Molongo was executed by the 
EQORCP[�-CPG�%QPUVTWEVKQPU�2V[�.VF�

To understand the technical chal-
NGPIGU� QH� VJKU� URCPPKPI� INWNCO� TQQH-
KPI� UVTWEVWTG� QH� VJG� RQQN� JCNN�� KV� KU�

necessary to have a closer look on 
VJG� FKOGPUKQPU� QH� VJG� RTQLGEV�� 6JG�
OCKP� DWKNFKPI� YKVJ� C� DCUG� CTGC� QH�
some 5,400 m2 is dedicated to aquat-
ic sports including an eight-lane 50 
metres lap and competition pool, a 
20-metres learn to swim pool, slides, 
toddler’s pool, and splash park. The 
CFLCEGPV� CTGCU� JQWUG� C� I[O� CPF� ƂV-
PGUU�UVWFKQ��C�ECHÅ��C�ETGEJG�CPF�UYKO�
store. The investment amounted to 
��� OKNNKQP� #WUVTCNKCP� &QNNCTU�� YJKEJ�
equals some 23 million Euro. 

6JKU�V[RG�QH�pYCVGT�YQTNFq�CUMU�HQT�C�
material that is neither impacted by 
high temperatures nor by high humid-
ity. Moreover, visual appearance and 
haptic qualities were required to relate 
to the surrounding scrubland. These 
technical requirements literally plead 
HQT�PCVWTCN��NQY�OCKPVGPCPEG�CPF�FW-
rable glued laminated timber. In ad-
FKVKQP��INWNCO�QHHGTU�CNOQUV�VJG�UCOG�

NQCF�DGCTKPI�RGTHQTOCPEG�CU�UVGGN�[GV�
with much lower weight. The material 
UGEWTGU�JKIJ�ƂTG�TGUKUVCPEG�TCVGU��CPF�
- compared to conventional massive 
structures - higher seismic stability 
as well as resistance against aggres-
sive substances. On site, the material 
UEQTGU� YKVJ� JKIJ� RTGHCDTKECVKQP� TCVGU�
CPF�RTQXKFGU�UVTWEVWTGU��YJKEJ�CTG�HTGG�
QH� VJGTOCN� DTKFIGU� QXGT� NQPI� URCPU��
This is also the case in the Stromlo 
Leisure Centre, where main beams 
JCXG�C�NGPIVJ�QH�OQTG�VJCP����O�

4WDPGT� *QN\DCW� YCU� EJCTIGF� YKVJ�
the entire structural design, work-
UJQR� FGUKIPU�� HCDTKECVKQP�� NQIKUVKEU�
CPF�VGEJPKECN�UWRRQTV�HQT�VJG�CUUGO-
DN[�QH�CNN� KPFKXKFWCN� EQPUVTWEVKQP�GNG-
OGPVU�QP�UKVG��#HVGT�JCXKPI�EQPENWFGF�
VJG� HCDTKECVKQP� RTQEGUU� KP� $TKZGP�� CNN�
structural elements such as beams, 
and struts were shipped in containers 
to Australia and then transported to 
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Completion: 2020
Building Owner: Australian Capital Territory (ATC) Government, Canberra (AUS)
Client:�-CPG�%QPUVTWEVKQPU�2V[�.VF���/CPWMC��%CPDGTTC�
#75�
Architects:�%QZ�#TEJKVGEVWTG��-KPIUVQP��%CPDGTTC�
#75�
Structural engineers: 5GNNKEM�%QPUWNVCPVU�$TCFFQP��%CPDGTTC�
#75�
Glued laminated timber: 348 m³
-Ìii��wÌÌ��}Ã\ approx. 20,500 kg
Wood type: spruce
Span width: approx. 28 m
Clearance between beams:�CRRTQZ�������O
Length of main beams:�CRRTQZ�����O
Photography: Evolve Timelapse

construction site in Molongo by 
JGCX[�IQQFU� VTWEMU�� 'CEJ� UKPING� QH�
the 18 structural elements with an in-
FKXKFWCN�YGKIJV�QH�CNOQUV����VQPU�YCU�
then correctly positioned with the 
JGNR�QH�C�ETCPG�YKVJKP�QPN[����OKPWVGU��
6JCPMU�VQ�JKIJ�RTGHCDTKECVKQP�TCVGU��Ƃ-
PCN�CUUGODN[�QH�QPG�GNGOGPV�QPN[�TG-
SWKTGF�VJG�UWRRQTV�QH���YQTMGTU��

Glued laminated timber elements are 
OCFG�������QH�URTWEG��YJKEJ���YKVJ�KVU�
DTKIJV� CPF� GCTVJ[� EQNQWTU� RGTHGEVN[�
EQORNGOGPVU� VJG�EQNQWTU�EJQUGP� HQT�
inside materials. All remaining sur-
HCEGU�KP�VJG�RQQN�JCNN�JCXG�DGGP�EJQ-
UGP�CU�TQDWUV��HWPEVKQPCN��CPF�WPRTQ-
cessed materials selecting traditional 
Australian colours, such as warm or-
ange tones, yellow or blue. However, 
largely dimensioned timber construc-
tions in this visual quality are quite 
unusual in Australia. On the occasion 
QH�C�68�KPVGTXKGY�YKVJ�5RQTVU�/KPKUVGT�

;XGVVG�$GTT[�� UJG� EQPHGUUGF� VJCV� VJG�
visual timber elements on site had 
clearly stolen her the show. 

#�VQVCN�QH�����O3�QH�INWGF� NCOKPCVGF�
timber were processed in this pro-
LGEV�� 6JGTGHQTG�� YKVJ� UCXKPIU� QH� CR-
proximately 226 t CO2, the ecological 
DCNCPEG� QH� VJKU� TQQƂPI� UVTWEVWTG� KU�
more than positive. In addition, the 
HQTGUV�QP�VJG�QVJGT�UKFG�QH�VJG�YQTNF�
secures a rapid regeneration: in Aus-
VTKC�� VJG� EQWPVT[�YJGTG�4WDPGT�*QN\-
bau sources and processes the wood 
HQT� KVU�UVTWEVWTGU��UQOG����OKNNKQP�O��
QH�YQQF� CTG� TG�ITQYKPI�� 6JKU�OGCPU�
that the 350 m3� QH� VKODGT� VJCV� YGTG�
RTQEGUUGF� HQT� VJG� 5VTQONQ� .GKUWTG�
Centre are compensated by natural 
re-growth in only 10 minutes. 

(QT� 2GVGT� 4QUCVVK�� %'1� QH� 4WDPGT�
*QN\DCW� KP� $TKZGP�� VJKU� RTQLGEV� KU� CP�
CTEJKVGEVQPKE� NCPFOCTM�&QYP�7PFGT��

p9KVJ� VJG� GZGEWVKQP� QH� VJG� 5VTQONQ�
Leisure Centre we have implemented 
VJG� NQPIGUV� URCPPKPI�INWNCO� TQQƂPI�
structure throughout Australia. From 
the very beginning this project had a 
TQNG� OQFGN� GHHGEV�� 5VCVKE� RTQRGTVKGU��
design, durability, and sustainability 
QH�VJG�PCVWTCN�OCVGTKCN�YQQF�EQPXKPEG�
more and more clients in Australia. It 
seems that we not only have put our 
ƂPIGT�QP�VJG�RWNUG�QH�VKOG�DWV�VJCV�YG�
are also setting trends.” 


